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The Manthan Awards

The Manthan Award is conducted in the framework of the United Nations' World
Summit Award on Information Society under the high patronage of

Mr. Bibek Debroy, Director
Rajiv Gandhi Institute for Contemporary Studies & Research

Dr. Ashok Jhunjhunwala, Professor
Indian Institute of Technology, Madras

Mr. Vinay Sheel Oberoi, Director
National Mission on Bamboo Application

Mr. Allais Olivier, Director
PlaNet Finance, Asia Operations

The Manthan Awards

Osama Manzanr

Chairman of the Board

Director, Digital Empowerment Foundation (DEF)
India

Shivendra Sharma
Country Head
PlaNet Finance India

Shankar Venkateswaran
Executive Director - India
American India Foundation

Madanmohan Rao
Research Director
AMIC, Singapore

Rashid Kidwai
CEQO - Grassroots Trading Network (GTN)
Honorary Board Member

Honorary Board Member
Peter A. Bruck, Chairman,
World Summit Award, Austria



Content

Manthan Award Mission
INDIA'S BEST e-CONTENTS

- Business

- Culture

- Science

- Entertainment
- Health

- Inclusion

- Learning

- Governance
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Content India
STATE WISE WINNERS

Manthan Award 2005 JURY
Invitation to the Manthan Award 2006
Manthan @ DEF

Manthan Award associates and partners



INnclusion

e aAQUA: Almost All Questions
Answered
MAHARASTRA

¢ VAACHAK - Text to speech
software for Indian languages
UTTAR PRADESH

e Dissemination of animal health -
RGCVAS PONDICHERRY

¢ Save the Girl Child
DELHI

e Disability India Network
DELHI

e-Inclusion contents are:

All measures supporting IT integration
of least developed states of India into
the Information Society. Reducing

the "digital divide" and content gap
between technology-empowered and
technology-excluded communities and
groups - such as rural areas and
women. Bridging society through
multimedia.



GOLD

Description of the product/project: Producer
. . . . Indian Institute of Technology,

aAQUA is a multilingual online question and answer forum. Mumbal
Almost All Questions Answered (aAQUA) provides online answers Krithi Ramamritham
to questions asked over the internet. Anil Bahuman
T. Kadarbhai

. Yogesh Kulkarni
aAQUA caters to the needs of the farmer in many ways such as 8

a) Providing a forum for a farmer (typically posted by a computer State
operator) to pose his question Maharashtra
b) Having a panel of experts to view the problem and work out a Contact
feasible solution abahuman@it.iitb.ac.in
¢) Providing back the solution to the affected farmer over the inter- www.aaqua.org
net www.projects.mlasia.iitb.ac.in/aquar
d) Thus creating a cumulative archived database of questions and

answers on various issues Platform of Product
e) Allowing users to search the archive Broadband/Online
f) Allowing common Indian languages and simultaneous keyword Title in English
searches in Hindi-English-Marathi. aAQUA (Almost All Questions Answered)

Language of Product

Experts use aAQUA to assist farmers in seed selection, new tech- Multilingual - Marathi, Hindi, English

niques, animal husbandry, and pest and disease management.
Kiosk operators photograph crop and animal diseases, and are
sometimes assisted by our full-time local person in administering
the solutions. Information on where to buy medicines, techniques,
taking soil samples etc. are also answered by experts.



SILVER

Producer
Prologix Software Solutions Pvt. Ltd.
Vinamra Agarwal

State
Uttar Pradesh

Contact
contact@prologixsoft.com
www.prologixsoft.com
www.vaachak.com

Title in English
Text to Speech software for Indian
languages

Platform of Product
Broadband/Online

Language of Product
Major Indian Languages and English

Description of the product/project:
Vaachak is Text-to-Speech (TTS) software for Indian Languages
and English developed by Prologix based in Lucknow.

Vaachak enables computers to read out text in Indian lan-
guages and English in clear, easily understandable and Natural
(Indian) accented voice (particularly for English - as opposed
to British or American accents for other Text-to-Speech soft-
ware).

Vaachak is the first product of its kind developed and breaks
new ground by being the first and only high quality, natural
sounding software for reading out text in Indian languages and
in English, in an Indian accent.

The software finds use in making Human-Computer interfaces
more natural for the end users - by giving them the option of
being able to hear information required by them - either on
the computer itself, or through a telephone based service.

It can be a wonderful tool to produce content / applications
for the visually impaired and illiterate people. It can help con-
vert the written information to voice in native language.



